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Introduction

This resource was created 
for South Carolina educators 
to commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of the United States 
of America’s founding. These 
activities were designed by South 
Carolina State Library staff, and all 
feature resources from the State 
Library’s Digital Collections. 

The South Carolina State Library 
serves as the primary resource 
center for information and library 
services for the state of South 
Carolina. We serve and support 
the general public, the public 
library system, and state agencies 
and employees through various 
programs and services.

Contact Us: 

(803) 734-8666

statelibrary.sc.gov

reference@statelibrary.sc.gov

https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/home
http://statelibrary.sc.gov
mailto:reference%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=


George Washington’s Travels  
Through South Carolina

Resource 
George Washington Tours the South: His Journey Through South Carolina 
(South Carolina Department of Archives and History)

Grades 3-5

	• Activity #1: Write journal entries from George Washington’s point of view using  
	 the page below. 

	• Activity #2: Create a promotional poster for one or more of the locations George  
	 Washington visited.

	• Activity #3: Pretend you’re in charge of planning a tour of South Carolina for a  
	 modern-day president. Use the South Carolina map included in the packet and  
	 create a schedule of 5-10 *must-see* places throughout our state for the president.

Grades 6-12

	• Activity #1: Research and present on one of the locations George Washington  
	 visited in South Carolina (listed on page 1 of the document). Is the site still open  
	 to the public today? What was the significance of that location during that time, and  
	 how is it significant today? 

	• Activity #2: Use a digital platform to create a story map of George Washington’s  
	 travels through South Carolina. 

	• Activity #3: Research and discuss the effectiveness of George Washington’s overall  
	 trip. Was it considered a success? What did he learn and accomplish? What would  
	 you have done differently? 

Additional Educator Resources

	• George Washington Trail: Coastal Section  
	 (South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism)

	• George Washington Trail: Central Section  
	 (South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism)

	• Map: Washington’s 1791 Presidential Journey  
	 (Mount Vernon)

	• George Washington and Travel  
	 (Mount Vernon)

	• Washington’s Southern Tour: An Interview with Warren Bingham  
	 (Mount Vernon)

	• GIS Tools - Story Map Generator

https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/items/6f207889-acf3-4cde-a90b-392f4f16700b
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/items/80004a26-f497-4deb-8b61-29f847d9cd24
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/items/0c4997f3-2cd1-4758-a167-8933fda5df33
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/the-first-president/map-of-president-washingtons-1791-presidential-journey
https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/george-washington-and-travel
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/the-first-president/george-washingtons-1791-southern-tour
https://gis.tools/story-map


From the journal of 
President George Washington





Celebrating America from 
the Bicentennial to Today

Resource 
What Will You Do for America’s 200th Birthday? 
(South Carolina American Revolution Biecentennial Commission)

Grades 8-12 
Read the page titled Bicentennial Project Ideas Are Endless (page 7 of the document), focusing 
on the distinctions among the “Heritage,” “Festival,” and “Horizon” project types. Then review 
the two pages of project ideas listed for each type.

	• Activity #1: Select and plan one of the Bicentennial projects that is still  
	 relevant today.

	• Activity #2: Create new and updated versions of each of the three sections  
	 for SC250. 

	• Activity #3: Discuss what may be different in South Carolina for SC250. Brainstorm  
	 what new types of “Horizon” projects may be suggested.

Additional Educator Resources

	• SC250 Website

	• South Carolina 250 Digital Collection  
	 (South Carolina State Library)

	• American Bicentennial Celebration 
	 (Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library & Museum)

	• South Carolina American Revolution Bicentennial Commission Digital Collection  
	 (South Carolina State Library)

https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/entities/publication/ebb4190c-f5e7-4b0f-9630-c12f8ae2b5ea
https://southcarolina250.com/
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/communities/76eaf78f-bc07-4fc3-9468-cab22a07f893
https://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/digital-research-room/topic-guides/american-bicentennial-celebration#event-number-1498
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/communities/c98a9409-21f3-4679-b323-ba9899f005a7


Studying the  
South Carolina Constitutions  

Resources 

	• The Constitution of 1776, J.H. Easterby 
	 (South Carolina Department of Archives and History)

	• The Constitution of 1778, J.H. Easterby 
	 (South Carolina Department of Archives and History)

	• The Constitution of 1790, J.H. Easterby 
	 (South Carolina Department of Archives and History)

Grades 8-12 
Read the introductions to each of the three linked versions of the South Carolina Constitution.

	• Activity #1: Discuss how each Constitution became increasingly representative of  
	 South Carolina’s population (politically, geographically, and religiously). In what ways  
	 was the population not represented?

	• Activity #2: Research one of the authors of the South Carolina Constitution of 1776. 

	• Activity #3: South Carolina adopted three state constitutions in 14 years (1776, 1778,  
	 1790). Research and discuss why this was the case, and how this fits in with the  
	 changes in the federal government.

Additional Educator Resource

	• Constitutions  
	 (South Carolina Encyclopedia)

https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/items/29bb1f75-f472-495f-83ea-d343e33cb670
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/items/0cb6b8d6-affe-4be9-a76b-f9cf9b8ed6c5
https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/items/5cb19de0-8fe3-4d51-95ae-81f4f5567543
https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/constitutions/


Drayton’s Speech to the  
Georgia General Assembly 

Resource
Documents Relating to the History of South Carolina During the Revolutionary War 
(Compiled by Alexander Samuel Salley)

Grades 8-12 
Read William Henry Drayton’s speech to the Georgia Convention, located on page 12 of the 
book (page 17 of the PDF) 

	• Activity #1: Analyze and discuss the intent of Drayton’s speech. Did  
	 Drayton speak for himself or the South Carolina General Assembly? Why did  
	 Drayton believe South Carolina should annex Georgia? How do you think the  
	 Georgia General Assembly reacted to this speech? 

	• Activity #2: The speech ends with the line “The rest of the speech is missing.”   
	 Complete Drayton’s speech. 

	• Activity #3: Research William Henry Drayton and his legacy, including Drayton Hall. 

Additional Educator Resources

	• Drayton Family Papers, 1837-1869  
	 (Lowcountry Digital Library)

	• General Map of the Southern British Colonies in America  
	 (University of South Carolina, South Caroliniana Library Map Collection)

	• This Month in SC History: William Henry Drayton  
	 (South Carolina Historical Society)

	• William Henry Drayton: South Carolina Revolutionary Patriot by Keith Krawczynski  
	 (Internet Archive)

	• Drayton Hall 

https://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/items/14ec9265-07d5-42f7-bd5a-70498dae2469
https://lcdl.library.cofc.edu/content/drayton-family-papers-1837-1869/
https://digital.tcl.sc.edu/digital/collection/sclmaps/id/2288
https://schistory.org/january-this-month-in-south-carolina-history/
https://archive.org/details/williamhenrydray00kraw/mode/2up
https://draytonhall.org/

