The Center for the Book in the Library of Congress in partnership with Target presents

LETTERG LITERATURE®

Letters About Literature is a national reading and writing promotion program.

Sponsored by the South Carolina Center for the Book

parbticipation guidelines

RERD. BE INSPIRED. WRITE BACHK.

RAuthor Roald Dahl once said that writing a book was like taking a journey. You knew where you wanted to go
but you didn’t always know who you might meet or what you might experience along the way. Reading a book
is also a journey. Where has a book taken you?

Have you wandered with J. D. Salinger through lonely streets in New York City? Did you travel back in time
with Stephen Crane to crouch on a Civil War battlefield and understand, perhaps for the first time, fear?
Maybe you stopped in the woods on a snowy evening with Robert Frost. Maybe your favorite voyage was to
a fantastic place that erists only between the pages of a book —Hogwarts, Middle Earth or a future society
where books are burned at 451 degrees Fahrenheit!

LAL welcomes entries from all readers —reluctant as well as enthusiastic book travelers! How can you enter?
Select a book that took you on a surprising or inspiring journey. It might be a recent journey or one you
remember from your childhood. Then write a personal letter to the author, erplaining how his or her work
somehow changed your view of the world or yourself.

Do not summarize the book’s plot. After all, the author wrote the book and already knows what happened.
What the author doesn’t know is how the book affected you. Write honestly and in your own voice, as if you
were having a conversation with the author. Those are the best letters to read and the most fun to write!
The how-to-enter tips on the nert page will help you write and prepare your letter for submission.

GCOMPETITION LEVELS
Level |-Grades 4-6 Level ll-Grades 7 and 8 Level lll-Grades 9-12

STATE AWARDS
Judges for each participating state center for the book will select the top letters on each competition level to
receive recognition. First-place winners will receive a cash award and a $50 Target GiftCard. The first-place
winners in each state will then advance for national judging. State judges will also select 2nd and 3rd place win-
ners and invite all winning students to an award ceremony.

NATIONAL AWARDS
The Center for the Book in the Library of Congress will select two letters on each competition level as
national winners. Target will send these si® national winners and their (2) parents/guardians to Washington,
DC, to attend the National Book Festival in fall 2007 where they will read their letters during the Letters
About Literature national awards presentation. Each national winner will also receive a $500 Target GiftCard.

DERADLINE
Submit your letters by December 8, 2006. Each State Center for the Book will notify state winners in mid-
March 2007 and national winners in mid-May 2007.

CONTACT INFORMATION
For more information about the state competition, call: Jane Connor at 803.256.8945.
Or visit us online at www.sccenterforthebook.org.

LAL supports national standards for teaching language arts & reading as recommended
by the National Council of Teachers of English and the International Reading Association.







